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SO, THOSE PLANS FOR 2020!! 
It was going to be such a great year, who knew it was going to turn out to be the 
strangest of years. Along with the true sadness of losing loved ones and the 
stressful feelings of being separated from each other there have been stories of 
great resilience, kindness to each other and a spirit of sticking together so we 
get through it together. Rivacre is no exception and we are pulling together so 
we can get to that pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. 
 

 
 

We have displayed our rainbows, clapped for the NHS and keyworkers on 
Thursdays and we have spent time reflecting on the positive experiences of 
lockdown. To our surprise, there were lots. We have collected up all those 
thoughts to display in the lounge to help keep us going. They included residents 
developing new friendships with each other, the staff team feeling supported by 
each other, the manager and the team at Making Space head office. 
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KEEPING MINDS AND BODY BUSY…. 
 

Doing things together and challenging each other 
is a great way to keep entertained during 
lockdown.  
Julie and Alan test each other’s word knowledge 
with scrabble.   
Ann-Marie, in particular, has enjoyed the new 
swingball set. Kyle and Catherine play too and not 
to be stopped by a bit of rain, set up a match 
indoors! Catherine is difficult to beat with her 
great forehand. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…. & KEEPING IN TOUCH 
To help residents keep in touch with their relatives and friends a Facebook 
Portal has been set up in the office. Residents have been able to talk and see 
their loved ones. Also staff supported residents to put pen to paper and write 
letters, the good old-fashioned way of saying hello. 
Now that we are able to have visitors again a gazebo has been put up in the 
garden so families can sit and have a drink and a chat no matter what the 
weather. 
 
 



 
RIVACRE NEWSLETTER 

 
HELLO...FROM A SAFE DISTANCE! 

                                                       
Joining the staff team are              
Kyle, Sammy, Susan, Alex, Christine, 
Janet, Lisa, Catherine & Steven. 
Welcome to the team all of you, we are 
sure you will all very much enjoy 
supporting the residents. 
 
SHOWING OFF THOSE SKILLS 
Whilst the staff have been being inventive with the menus when we couldn’t 
get the food deliveries as usual the residents have continued to show their 
culinary skill. Ann-Marie continues to bake and Loretta can rustle up a tasty 
traditional meal for her dinner. 
 

 
                  Ann-Marie with her yummy cake                                             Loretta, tasty tea, beautiful smile 
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                                                    BIRTHDAY WISHES 
                                         There wasn’t big nights out, but there has been plenty of 

cake to share to say Happy Birthday to Catherine, David, 
Tom, Tim, Carmel & Jenna 
  

UPCOMING BIRTHDAY’S TO CELEBRATE 

 Aug                      Oct                 Nov                Dec 

Sheila 18th       Ian 11th     Ann-Marie 8th        Loretta 5th 

                                                                                             Alan 20th            Paula 29th               

   

GOODBYE, BEST WISHES 
We have seen Annis and Dee 
move on after a short time at 
Rivacre, we wish them both 
well. 
We waved off Emma too, who 
had worked at Rivacre for * 
years. We’ll miss her laughter 
and her grumpy moods in 
equal measure!! 

 
A FINAL FAREWELL 
 

Denise has decided the time has come to say a final farewell and is leaving the 
bank staff team. Denise has supported people for so long that we all stopped 
counting the years some time ago. Denise did various roles from Manager to 
support worker, cook, cleaner and bottle washer!  
Always having lots of tales to tell and experiences to share Denise has always 
been a great person to go to find out about Rivacre and the people who have 
lived and worked here. Denise will be very much missed; it will be strange to not 
see her around the place. We all hope she will enjoy her retirement, with her 
feet up and a cup of coffee, 1 sweetner. 
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DID SOMEBODY SAY ‘JUST….PIZZA!’ 
 
Sometimes you just have to join in and 
succumb to a Saturday night takeaway.  
We sent in a video of us dancing to Olly 
Murs song Dance with me tonight, to 
Ant & Dec’s show, and we didn’t get 
picked to have it shown. We looked 
great too!   
So the takeaway was pizza instead, 
enough boxes to give the delivery 
person a workout. 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 

 

WHAT A LOVELY AFTERNOON 
 
A takeaway with a difference 
was enjoyed one sunny 
lunchtime. We ordered in an 
afternoon tea from ‘Linda’s 
Cakes & Tearoom’.   
Paula said it was delicious and 
would really like to have it 
again.  
Residents had a selection of 
sandwiches, cake and scones, 
all with tea from the pot in 
dainty cup and saucer. 
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THANK YOU, NO THANK YOU     

 
Its’ been a time when showing your 
appreciation of each other has 
meant a lot. We have all been 
grateful to all at the NHS, 
keyworkers and to those in social 
care who have stepped up and 
done their very best to support 
people in their services and those 
peoples families too. 
A few weeks into the lockdown, 
Dreena surprised the staff with an 
individual mug each that expressed 
her appreciation of us all. This 
gesture meant a great deal, not at 
least because we’re always needing 
a brew to go with the biscuits!! 
Little did she know that the staff 
also wanted to show her that we 
appreciate her also We are grateful 

that she had choose to stay at Rivacre with us rather than working from home, 
that she has ensured we have enough PPE and information, and every day she 
has asked us how we are. We said it with flowers. Thank you Dreena. 
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WURZEL’S GOT HIS NELLY HEAD ON 
Little Sutton held its second Scarecrow Festival 
in June and despite the lockdown this year it 
was a huge success. There were over a 150 
scarecrows dotted around the local area, all 
marked on a map so people could track them 
down. 
At Rivacre we decided to join in. Paula came up 
with the idea to do an elephant, when asked 
why an elephant she said ‘Why not’, we 
couldn’t agree more. Sandra designed and 
created our brilliant scarecrow.  
He looked great, although when indoors he did 
give those getting up for a late night drink a 
shock! 
 
 
 

Paula, only a little taller than the scarecrow! 

 

CHEERS TO JENNA’S BAR  
Jenna has also been using her design 
skills along with her DIY skills and has 
created her own bar in the garden.  
Jenna and Catherine have stocked the bar 
so the residents can sit together and have 
some refreshments while enjoying the 
garden. 
Jenna has set the bar up with a fridge, 
music and disco lights so it will be the 
place to be on party nights. The added 
bamboo gives it a real beach hut vibe. 
Well done Jenna, the bar looks amazing, 
great job. 
 
 
                                                                                                Jenna, the landlady with the punters                                                                                                  
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CRAZY GOLF 
‘Putter Madness’ came with their crazy golf on the car park setting up our own 
golf course for the day. Sources close to the action said that Loretta cheated at 
the crazy golf, it could be fake news so don’t take my word for it! 
It was great fun and a round of 9 holes was enough because it turned out to be 
a bit tricky. Slushies were on hand so all the players were kept refreshed. 
 
 

        
                        Paula and Jenna on the tee                              Alan and Loretta putting 
 
 

A FINAL THOUGHT ON 2020 
We have all heard the expression ‘these are unprecedented times’ on numerous 
occasions during 2020.  It has been a time however when we have seen some 
amazing things happen. People coming together to show they care and support 
each other and people showing their gratitude to others. So on that note, many 
thanks to the families of the residents who have waited so long to come and see 
their loved ones, and then followed the guidelines when they have visited, 
helping to keep them and the staff safe.  
Most of all a big thank you, from the staff, to all the residents who have been 
amazing, taking on board all the advice and guidelines and never complaining.  
They have coped brilliantly with ‘these unprecedented times’ and are to be 
admired. 

  Thank You   
Paula, Catherine, Ann-Marie, Sheila, Loretta, Tim, Carmel, Jenna,                             

David, Alan, Ian & Tom 


